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The paper further stated :

The Scotland Yard authorities, we are informed, have the
question of the Strand statues under consideration. In an informal1
way, an Inspector of police has already called upon a representative
of the British Medical Association and indicated that objection is
taken to the figures, and particularly to one of the female repre-
sentations which is still obscured by the hoarding in Agar Street.

The National Vigilance Society has also taken action,1

My statues were defended in The Times by C, J, Holmes,
Slade Professor of Fine Arts, Charles Ricketts, Charles
Shannon, Laurence Binyon, and by The Times itself 5 I
reproduce their letters and The Times Leader, June 24th,
1908:

DEAR Sm,

May I ask the protection of your columns for the sculpture
decorating the new building of the British Medical Association in
the Strand, which seems in some danger from an ill-informed,
but none the loss violent attack ?

The impression left by the anonymous critic's words is one of
meretricious audacity : " On a Strand frontage such figures would fc
constitute a gross offence," and it was suggested that the figures
still concealed by the hoarding were even more objectionable than
those as yet on view. What was my surprise on seeing the building
to find it a structure on which austerity was carried to an extreme
and the sparse figures recessed some 40 feet above the street
frontage, to be conceived in the grave heroic mood of pr^Pheidian
Greece, By the courtesy of a friend, I was exxabled to see photo-
graphs of some of the work behind the now notorious hoarding.

It was evident at a glance that we were once more face to face
with a situation exactly like that of 1850 when Millais exhibited
" Christ in the House of His Parentsfl. We smile nowadays at the
accusations of indecency, blasphemy, and incompetence which
that painting aroused.

May we not derive from them also the lesson of caution in dealing
with a new phase of sculpture ? The pre-Raphaelites^ it will be
tfememberedj turned back from an over-ripe tradition of painting
to the example of an earlier age. Is not Mr* Epstein doing exactly

1 For farther Evening Standard articles see Appendix, Strand Statues,
1908,